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A Golden Week in Sports &

Entertainment: SGA Scores with
Audemars Piguet, Kim K. Powers
“Update” & Snapchat Enters the Awards
Arena
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Welcome back to the Spotlight! And just like that, the Olympic torch for the 2026 Milan-Cortina
Winter Games has been extinguished, but not before some of the world’s top athletes skied,
skated, sledded, snowboarded and curled to glory and public consciousness. Undoubtedly,
gold medal victories by both the U.S. men’s and women’s hockey teams will stand out for years
to come, create new endorsement and marketing opportunities for the players and inspire
future generations of hockey players—and dentists and orthopedic surgeons. As “luck” would
have it, just as the Games closed, a massive blizzard blanketed much of the Northeastern U.S,,
leaving behind ideal conditions for future Olympians to get acquainted with the ice and snow.
Indeed, today’s child sledding down a hill may be tomorrow’s bobsled pilot. Today’s snow fort
defender may yet become tomorrow’s hockey goalkeeper. Unfortunately for me, my time has
passed and there is no winter sport that involves shoveling snow and/or carefully walking to
my climate-controlled car. That said, there’s always the appealing thought of hanging out in an
Olympic Village ski lodge, sipping hot cocoa next to a wood burning fire. Anyway, let’s see
what logs we have to throw onto the fire this week...

= Reigning NBA MVP SGA (Shai Gilgeous-Alexander) is adding two more prestigious letters
to his portfolio—AP—as he entered a “Friend of the Brand” Agreement with Swiss (swish?)
luxury watch manufacturer, Audemars Piguet.

= Socialite and media personality Kim Kardashian puts her star power behind a re-launched
energy drink brand called “Update.” As a result, customers who consume the beverage
will have an easier time keeping up with the Kardashians while those who consume it too
close to their bedtime will be kept up by a Kardashian.

= Two new award shows celebrating creators are due to debut — one of which by social
media firm Snapchat (called the “Snappys”) and the other by podcast agency, Oxford
Road (called the “Independent Podcast and Creator Awards). Fingers crossed | receive
the award for best/worst dad jokes!
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Endorsement Deals, Sponsorships & Investments

Update is Skims You Can Drink
February 25, 2026 via Fast Co Design

Sanofi Assists Boston’s World Cup Plans with Play for Engagement
February 25, 2026 via Fierce Pharma

Potential Wasserman Bidders Face Conflict Concerns
February 25, 2026 via Sportico

Banana Ball Gets 'Biggest Partnership to Date' with ESPN and Disney, Including a Trip to
Disneyland
February 25, 2026 via Yahoo!

Atlanta NWSL Shatters Women’s Sports History with $28M Record Deal with Aflac
February 25, 2026 via All for X

Emma Raducanu Quits Nike for New Clothing Sponsor
February 24, 2026 via Yahoo!

Anta’s US Expansion Plans Make a ‘Splash’ with a New Store, Activation and Kyrie Irving-Led
Campaign
February 24, 2026 via Campaign Live

Shai Gilgeous-Alexander Officially Welcomed by the Audemars Piguet Family
February 20, 2026 via ClutchPoints

PepsiCo’s Mountain Dew Baja Blast Sponsorship Dovetails Well with MLB’s Consumers
February 19, 2026 via Sports Business Journal

Sports

University of Cincinnati Sues Ex-QB Brendan Sorsby After his Transfer to Texas Tech
February 25, 2026 via Lancaster Online

How NCAA Football Changes Could Lead to More Certainty in the NFL Draft Process
February 25, 2026 via Kansas City Star

Kobe Bryant and the Secret History of the Black Mamba
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https://www.fastcompany.com/91498056/update-is-skims-you-can-drink?partner=rss&utm_source=rss&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=rss+fastcompany&utm_content=rss
https://www.fiercepharma.com/marketing/sanofi-assists-bostons-world-cup-plans-play-engagement
https://www.sportico.com/business/finance/2026/wasserman-sale-bidders-conflict-concerns-1234885541/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=exacttarget&utm_campaign=The+Kicker+-+Feb+25+26&utm_content=666999_2-25-2026&utm_id=666999
https://sports.yahoo.com/articles/banana-ball-gets-biggest-partnership-163543645.html
https://www.allforxi.com/nwsl/13435/report-atlanta-nwsl-shatters-womens-sports-history-with-28m-record-shattering-deal-with-aflac
https://sports.yahoo.com/articles/why-emma-raducanu-set-leave-175207817.html
https://www.campaignlive.com/article/antas-us-expansion-plans-splash-new-store-activation-kyrie-irving-led-campaign/1949487
https://clutchpoints.com/celebrity/shai-gilgeous-alexander-officially-welcomed-by-the-audemars-piguet-family
https://www.sportsbusinessjournal.com/Articles/2026/02/19/pepsicos-mountain-dew-baja-blast-sponsorship-dovetails-well-with-mlbs-consumers/
https://lancasteronline.com/sports/football/college/university-of-cincinnati-sues-ex-qb-brendan-sorsby-after-his-transfer-to-texas-tech/article_bb1cc73d-ecc9-5b68-8719-8ec18505ed99.html
https://www.kansascity.com/sports/college/sec/university-of-missouri/article314835173.html
https://www.espn.com/nba/story/_/id/48016100/inside-secret-history-black-mamba-kobe-bryant-michael-jordan-air-jordan-19?utm_medium=email&utm_source=exacttarget&utm_campaign=The+Kicker+-+Feb+25+26&utm_content=666999_2-25-2026&utm_id=666999
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February 25, 2026 via ESPN

Music Biz

Al Song Generator Startups Angered the Music Industry. Now They're Hoping to Join It
February 26, 2026 via ABC News

Isaac Hayes’ Estate Reaches Settlement With Donald Trump Over Use Of ‘Hold On, I'm
Coming’
February 23, 2026 via Deadline

Universal and Virgin Music Complete $775 Million Acquisition of Downtown
February 20, 2026 via Variety

Film & TV

Warner Bros. Heir Was Concerned About Netflix Deal. He’s Alarmed About Paramount
February 27, 2026 via HollywoodReporter

Netflix Bows Out of Warner Bros. Discovery Bidding War — Paramount Acquisition Now
Practically Certain

February 27, 2026 via Wccftech

Verve Signs Filmmaker Adam Anders
February 26, 2026 via Deadline

Podcast Agency Oxford Road Launches Independent Creator Awards Show
February 26, 2026 via Hollywood Reporter

Snapchat Sets Inaugural Awards Show The Snappys, Hosted By Matt Friend
February 25, 2026 via Hollywood Reporter

Blockbuster Ratings Start to Vindicate NBC’s $7.75 Billion Bet on the Olympics
February 23, 2026 via Fortune

Cate Blanchett’s Dirty Films Inks First-Look Film & TV Deal With Searchlight Pictures
February 23, 2026 via Deadline

YouTube TV’s Quiet Gender Gap: Why Women Are Still an Afterthought in Sports Streaming
February 21, 2026 via Web Prone News
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https://abcnews.com/Technology/wireStory/ai-song-generator-startups-suno-udio-angered-music-130512333
https://deadline.com/2026/02/isaac-hayes-trump-settlement-1236733899/
https://variety.com/2026/music/news/universal-virgin-music-complete-775-million-acquisition-downtown-1236668336/
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/business/business-news/warner-bros-founder-grandson-netflix-deal-1236516564/
https://wccftech.com/netflix-bows-out-warner-bros-discovery-bidding-war-paramount-wins/
https://deadline.com/2026/02/adam-anders-signs-verve-1236736361/
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/business/business-news/podcast-agency-oxford-road-creator-awards-show-1236516133/
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/business/digital/snapchat-awards-show-the-snappys-hosted-matt-friend-1236514108/
https://fortune.com/2026/02/23/blockbuster-ratings-start-to-vindicate-nbcs-7-75-billion-bet-on-the-olympics/
https://deadline.com/2026/02/cate-blanchett-dirty-films-signs-searchlight-pictures-deal-1236733441/
https://www.webpronews.com/youtube-tvs-quiet-gender-gap-why-women-are-still-an-afterthought-in-sports-streaming/

