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Disney Deal

By Joshua Bloomgarden on 3.27.26 | Posted in Sports & Entertainment Spotlight

Welcome back to the Spotlight! Spring is in the air (depending on what day you check the

weather), so this past Wednesday marked the official start of the Major League Baseball

season, with just two teams (the New York Yankees and San Francisco Giants) leading off with

a primetime game on Opening Night, as a prelude to the broader, more familiar Opening Day

with twenty-two additional teams taking the field for the first time. The Opening Night game

was notable for its featuring the ABS Challenge System, allowing catchers, pitchers and hitters

the opportunity to elect to challenge an umpire’s ball/strike calls by using automated

technology. The broadcast of the Opening Night game was also notable for its being

exclusively offered by a streaming service (Netflix), signaling a similar embrace of technology

by the MLB, while also leaving baseball fans wanting an opportunity to challenge that call.

Indeed, whatever the broadcast was, it was not for true baseball fans—evidenced in part by a

lack of execution in a difficult-to-read, vanishing scorebug and missed in-game action. At times,

it seemed like the broadcast was trying to bring a Savannah Bananas-type (bananified?)

experience to viewers. 

Perhaps that was the point, as Netflix’s stated intention was to bring in a new audience for MLB

action. I guess that was the explanation for the over-the-top (I will stipulate to the American flag

effect created by drones that emitted red, white and blue smoke being extremely cool), at

times head-scratching show for pregame introductions that featured, amongst other things,

dancing on New York City-style taxicabs while the Yankees took the field and the Giants

emerging from San Francisco-style trolley cars. Notably that show ended up delaying the start

of the baseball game, upsetting an audience that was already up in arms about needing to

have a subscription to watch what would have ordinarily been a nationally-televised game. So

all in all, it seemed misguided to bananify, because Savannah Bananas games are about

everything other than the game and Major League games are about the game (the end result

of the game, by the way, (a 7-0 Yankees victory) was much appreciated by this writer, even if

the background noise was not. 
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■ New York Yankees First Baseman Ben Rice lands a tailor-made endorsement deal with

Ben’s Original Rice. Hopefully those carbs are put to good use. 

■ Composer Lebohang Morake sues comedian Learnmore Jonasi for over $27 million over

a now viral clip in which Jonasi mistranslated the opening chant to Morake’s “The Circle

of Life” from “The Lion King.” Jonasi has launched a GoFundMe campaign to finance his

defense—presumably so he can hire the high-powered litigators at Timon & Pumba LLP. 

■ OpenAI pulls the plug on its AI video app Sora as Disney steps away from its $1 billion

deal with OpenAI that included the licensing of Disney characters in Sora. Not even true

love’s kiss seems to be enough to salvage the deal.   
                                                                                                                                                                

Endorsement Deals, Sponsorships & Investments

TGL Franchise Values Rise; Alexis Ohanian Buys Women’s Team for $20M

March 27, 2026 via WJOX

Reggie Bush, Terrence Murphy Waste No Time With Deal for LOVB Team

March 27, 2026 via Front Office Sports

Larry David Lends Comedic Talents to YES Network Ad Campaign

March 27, 2026 via Yahoo! News

Cubs Superstar Pete Crow-Armstrong Added To Gatorade Roster Of Athletes

March 25, 2026 via Forbes

Yankees’ Ben Rice Lands MLB’s Greatest Endorsement Deal

March 24, 2026 via Larry Brown Sports 
                                                                                                                                                                

Sports

The Political Backlash to Prediction Markets Has Arrived

March 26, 2026 via Front Office Sports

Field at Dodger Stadium Gets a Sponsor Name for First Time in History of MLB's Third-Oldest

Ballpark

March 26, 2026 via ABC News

NBA Expansion Explained: Teams in Vegas and Seattle, LeBron’s Role and Hungry Billionaires

March 25, 2026 via The Guardian
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NCAA Sues DraftKings Over March Madness Trademarks in Betting Dispute

March 23, 2026 via ReadWriteWeb 
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iHeartRadio Music Awards: Taylor Swift Dominates as Alex Warren Tops Winners List

March 27, 2026 via Hollywood Reporter

Julius Rogers is the Jazz Drummer Performing Alongside Grammy Winners, and He’s Just

Getting Started

March 25, 2026 via Digital Journal

Supreme Court Wipes Out Record Labels’ $1 Billion Piracy Judgment Against Cox

March 25, 2026 via Torrent Freak

Seeker Music Group Fuels Catalogue Expansion Plan as it Closes $267M Securitisation Deal

With M&G

March 25, 2026 via Music Week

Composer of Iconic ‘Lion King’ Chant Sues Comedian Over ‘Circle of Life’ Translation

March 24, 2026 via Associated Press

Primary Wave Acquires Fellow Indie Music Publisher Kobalt

March 23, 2026 via Deadline 
                                                                                                                                                                

Film & TV

Why Netflix is Turning Major League Baseball's Opening Night into a Big Event

March 25, 2026 via Lancaster Online

Disney Exits OpenAI Deal After AI Giant Shutters Sora

March 24, 2026 via Hollywood Reporter

Warner Music Group Inks Exclusive Netflix Deal to Make Artist and Songwriter Documentaries

March 20, 2026 via Music Business Worldwide
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