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Sports & Entertainment Spotlight

This Week in Sports & Entertainment: J.
Cole Heads East, Kim K. Joins the
Dugout & T. Swift Meets Her Match in
Court

By Joshua Bloomgarden on 4.3.26 | Posted in Sports & Entertainment Spotlight

Welcome back to the Spotlight! With it being a holiday for me, | will keep things brief, but if you
know one thing about me, it’s that | could not pass-over an opportunity to get in some
wordplay while sharing sports and entertainment industry happenings with you. To do
otherwise wouldn’t be phar-aoh to you—it would be the ultimate de-nile. | guess | couldn’t bear
to let my people go a week without the Spotlight. Well, 'm here to lead you to the promised
land.

= Having had earlier stints playing professional basketball in Africa and Canada, rapper J.
Cole is now looking east, signing with the Chinese Basketball Association’s Nanjing
Monkey Kings. Talk about a world tour.

= Kim Kardashian is teaming up with Paramount+ to produce “Team Moms,” an unscripted
show following youth baseball players and their families. Undoubtedly the biggest draw
to the project was that it involved large diamonds.

= Taylor Swift is sued by a Las Vegas showgirl for Swift’s use of “The Life of a Showgirl” as
her latest album title, allegedly infringing on the latter’s trademark, “Confessions of a
Showgirl.” So while she may have been saved from the fate of Ophelia, Swift may not be
saved from the Central District Court of California.

Endorsement Deals, Sponsorships & Investments

WME Inks $500 Million Deal to Sell 1600ver90 Sports Marketing Firm to Publicis
April 2, 2026 via Hollywood Reporter

Prediction Market Kalshi Identifies as ‘Gambling’ Firm as Laliga Partners with Polymarket
April 2, 2026 via SportsPro

Hinckson Sprints into Adidas NIL Deal
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https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/business/business-news/wme-sells-160over90-sports-marketing-agency-publicis-1236554346/
https://www.sportspro.com/news/betting/kalshi-prediction-market-laliga-april-2026/
https://kaieteurnewsonline.com/2026/04/01/hinckson-sprints-into-adidas-nil-deal/
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April 1, 2026 via Kaieteur News

Jameson Joins Forces with J Balvin
March 31, 2026 via The Spirits Business

Trail Blazers Begin New Era With Tom Dundon Ownership
March 30, 2026 via Grand Pinnacle Tribune

Lachlan Murdoch Nets 92x Return in Landmark $1.6 Billion Rajasthan Royals Sale
March 30, 2026 via Ministry of Sport

Smashburger Named Official Smashburger of the Colorado Rockies for 2026 MLB Season
March 30, 2026 via Nation's Restaurant News

WNBA's Connecticut Sun Reach Deal to Sell to Rockets Owner, Who Will Move Team to
Houston
March 30, 2026 via PBS

PCA Joins Gatorade Roster, Crochet Newest New Balance Endorser
March 27, 2026 via Sports Business Journal

Sports

Rapper J. Cole to Play Pro Hoops in China
April 2, 2026 via ESPN

The Lesson of a Thrilling March Madness
April 1, 2026 via The Atlantic

Shaquille O'Neal On How He Avoided Most Athletes' Financial Downfall: "I Didn't Want to Be a
Part of the Horror Stories"

March 31, 2026 via Yahoo

'"You Have to Change': How the Ripples of NIL and Transfer Portal are Being Felt in the NFL
Draft

March 29, 2026 via Lancaster Online

Luke Littler, 19, Gives Himself New Slogan Amid Dazzling Darts Displays
March 28, 2026 via GB News

More Money, More Problems? Study Links Name, Image and Likeness Commitment to Rising
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https://www.thespiritsbusiness.com/2026/03/jameson-joins-forces-with-j-balvin/
https://evrimagaci.org/gpt/trail-blazers-begin-new-era-with-tom-dundon-ownership-535895?srsltid=AfmBOorpoJgwathgJqqSegHEe4fMngphbI5dKGpZGxQyYxBvH3JzybI1
https://ministryofsport.com/lachlan-murdoch-nets-92x-return-in-landmark-1-6-billion-rajasthan-royals-sale/
https://www.nrn.com/marketing-branding/smashburger-named-official-smashburger-of-the-colorado-rockies-for-2026-mlb-season
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/nation/wnbas-connecticut-sun-reach-deal-to-sell-to-rockets-owner-who-will-move-team-to-houston
https://www.sportsbusinessjournal.com/Articles/2026/03/27/sign-me-up-pca-joins-gatorade-roster-crochet-newest-new-balance-endorser/
https://www.espn.com/nba/story/_/id/48374160/rapper-j-cole-signs-chinese-league-nanjing-monkey-kings
https://www.theatlantic.com/culture/2026/04/ncaa-march-madness/686624/?utm_source=feed
https://sports.yahoo.com/articles/shaquille-oneal-avoided-most-athletes-080100079.html
https://lancasteronline.com/sports/football/college/you-have-to-change-how-the-ripples-of-nil-and-transfer-portal-are-being-felt/article_474b8704-4310-5b25-8bf4-83d0372c1b76.html
https://www.gbnews.com/sport/darts/luke-littler-slogan
https://phys.org/news/2026-03-money-problems-links-image-commitment.html
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Athlete Stress
March 27, 2026 via Phys

Music Biz

Taylor Swift Sued by Las Vegas Showgirl for Trademark Infringement
March 30, 2026 via NBC News

What the Netflix—=Warner Music Deal Really Means for Artists and Brands
March 30, 2026 via AdWeek

Distributor Symphonic Acquires YouTube-Focused Distro Nation
March 27, 2026 via MusicAlly

Film & TV

Kim Kardashian to Produce ‘Team Moms, Paramount+ Reality Show About Youth Baseball
Families
April 2, 2026 via Variety

TikTok to Let US Creators Sell Personalized Videos In-App Through its New Cameo Partnership
April 1, 2026 via Music Business Worldwide
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https://phys.org/news/2026-03-money-problems-links-image-commitment.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/pop-culture/pop-culture-news/taylor-swift-sued-las-vegas-showgirl-trademark-infringement-rcna265902
https://www.adweek.com/creativity/what-the-netflix-warner-music-deal-really-means-for-artists-and-brands/
https://musically.com/2026/03/27/distributor-symphonic-acquires-youtube-focused-distro-nation/
https://variety.com/2026/tv/news/kim-kardashian-paramount-reality-show-baseball-families-1236705099/
https://www.musicbusinessworldwide.com/tiktok-to-let-us-creators-sell-personalized-videos-in-app-through-its-new-cameo-partnership/

