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R. Daniel Carter was recently featured in Public Radio Tulsa,

offering insight into ongoing discussions between tribal nations

and Congress under the new presidential administration. A

citizen of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation, Daniel has built a career

advocating for tribal sovereignty, economic development and

the enforcement of treaty rights.

The article highlights the House Appropriations Subcommittee

on Interior, Environment and Related Agencies hearings, where

approximately 100 tribal witnesses testified on key issues. Daniel

emphasized the historic nature of these hearings and the

importance of educating new policymakers about the legal

foundations of federal tribal programs.

“These programs exist because of [tribal history], not because of

social agendas of recent administrations. It’s been a very large

organized effort to try and educate and inform the new people in

Washington, D.C.,” he said.

As tribes continue to assert their rights and advocate for the

fulfillment of federal commitments, efforts like these remain

critical in shaping policy and protecting tribal sovereignty.

Educating policymakers on the legal and historical foundations

of tribal programs ensures that treaty obligations are upheld and

that tribal nations have a voice in the decisions that affect their

communities. 
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