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us visa applicants now required to
provide social media identifiers
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On May 31, 2019, the US Department of State updated their Form DS-160 (online immigration

nonimmigrant visa application) and Form DS-260 (online immigrant visa
application) to collect social media identifiers for those applying for
nonimmigrant and immigrant visas. Applicants for US visas are now being asked
to provide all social media identifiers they have used within the past five (5)
years. This update was announced in a statement to the press by a US
Department of State official on June 1, 2019.

A social media "handle” or “identifier” is any name used by the individual on
social media platforms including, but not limited to, Facebook, Twitter, and
Instagram. The updated visa application forms currently employ a drop-down
menu which list the specific social media platforms for which identifiers are
being requested...
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