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represented by u.s. attorneys
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The U.S. Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) published a new rule on July 2, entertainment & p litigation

2019, requiring trademark applicants, registrants, and parties to Trademark Trial intellectual property
and Appeal Board proceedings whose domicile is not located within the United trademarks & brands
States or its territories to be represented before the USPTO by a U.S.-licensed

attorney as of August 3, 2019. Domicile is typically defined as the permanent

legal place of residence of an individual or the headquarters of an entity. The

rule does not retroactively apply to applications filed before August 3, 2019, but

impacts such applications if an office action is issued on or after August 3, 2019,

requiring the applicant to designate a U.S.-licensed attorney to respond. This

rule is intended to streamline trademark registrations and reduce the potential

of invalidations by providing the USPTO a more efficient way to enforce statutory

and regulatory requirements.
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