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Department of Homeland Security Suspends New York Residents From

Enrolling in Global Entry and Other Trusted Traveler Programs

New York residents may no longer be able to enroll (or re-enroll) in Global Entry
and other Trusted Traveler Programs, according to recent action by the
Department of Homeland Security (“DHS”). 

On February 5, 2020, Acting Homeland Security Secretary Chad Wolf
announced DHS was suspending enrollment in Global Entry, NEXUS, SENTRI,
and FAST for all New York state residents. This announcement does not affect
residents of other U.S. states and jurisdictions who may continue to use, enroll
or re-enroll in these programs. No information was provided regarding how long
the suspension would be in effect, although the way the DHS letter to New York
state officials was worded makes it seems further discussions between DHS and
those officials may be possible. The stated reason for the restriction is New
York’s denial of access to DHS of its Department of Motor Vehicle data for
immigration enforcement and criminal history/involvement purposes. An open
question remains as to whether grounds exist to bring court action or some
other form of legal challenge given DHS invoking law enforcement
considerations as the basis for its actions. 

Current members of these programs resident in New York may continue to use
them until their current status expires...
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