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practice areas 
intellectual property

entertainment & ip
litigation

litigation

commercial litigation

admissions
New York

U.S. District Court

 Southern District of New
York

 Eastern District of New York

education
Fordham University School of
Law, J.D., 2019
Online Managing Editor,
Fordham Urban Law Journal

University of Michigan, B.A.,
2015

other career
experience 
■ Warner Music Group,

Part-Time Secondee,
Litigation (July-
December 2025)  

■ Judicial Intern to the
Honorable Robert A.
Neary, New York State
Supreme Court, Ninth
Judicial District

legal expertise

Samantha W. Frankel is an associate in Mitchell Silberberg & Knupp’s Litigation
Practice Group in the New York office. Her practice focuses on complex
commercial and intellectual property litigation, particularly disputes arising in
the entertainment, media, and digital publishing industries.

Samantha litigates high-stakes matters in federal and state courts, as well as
before the Trademark Trial and Appeal Board, including cases involving
copyright, trademark, defamation, contract, and employment-related claims.
Her work spans all phases of litigation, from pleadings and jurisdictional
challenges through discovery, dispositive motion practice, trial preparation, and
appellate proceedings.

representative matters 

■ Representing an estate in trademark enforcement and related disputes
concerning the ownership and recovery of intellectual property and
contested tangible assets tied to the work and cultural influence of a
pioneering figure in music and nightlife culture. 

■ Member of a litigation team representing a music company in a copyright
dispute involving the unauthorized use of sound recordings and musical
compositions in a musical biopic. 

■ Member of a litigation team representing a music industry executive in a
long-running, high-profile defamation action, with extensive involvement in
dispositive motion practice, appellate proceedings, and trial preparation. 

■ Member of a litigation team defending music publishing and production
companies in a complex commercial dispute concerning publishing
agreements, royalty accounting, and contract termination rights. 

■ Represented a former band member in a dispute over trademark ownership
and post-departure rights, including opposing the dissolution of a claimed
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partnership, with the matter ultimately resolving through a negotiated settlement. 

■ Represented a music industry manager in a contractual dispute concerning unpaid commissions. 

■ Representing a global digital publishing company in defending against photograph copyright infringement
claims in multiple jurisdictions. 

■ Representing fashion retailers in indemnification disputes with staffing agencies arising from wage-and-hour
class actions involving temporary workers. 

■ Member of litigation teams defending television networks and production companies in employment and
workplace claims brought by former cast members, including discrimination, retaliation, and hostile work
environment allegations. 

■ Representing brand owners in trademark enforcement proceedings, including Uniform Rapid Suspension
actions against infringing domain names and online impersonation. 

professional, business and civic affiliations 

■ New York City Bar Association, Copyright and Literary Property Committee – Former Secretary (2022–2025);
Member (2025–present) 

media mentions

Eleanor M. Lackman and MSK Team Highlighted in Law360 for Shutterstock Client Win 
Law360, September 20, 2022
 

Christine Lepera and MSK Team Highlighted in Billboard Involving Major Win for Dr. Luke
Billboard, March 11, 2022
 

client alerts

Hara v. Netflix, Inc.: Ninth Circuit Reaffirms Rogers Test for Expressive Works Post-Jack Daniel’s
MSK Client Alert, July 31, 2025
 

Assuming, But Not Deciding, That a Discovery Rule Exists, SCOTUS Rejects Three-Year Limit on Copyright
Damages
MSK Client Alert, May 10, 2024
 

SCOTUS Rejects Per Se Rule Against Trademark Protection for Generic.com Terms
MSK Client Alert , July 1, 2020
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