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legal expertise

Debra Urteaga represents employers in all aspects of employment law, with
experience spanning litigation, counseling, and workplace investigations. Her
practice includes defending employers against claims involving discrimination,
harassment, retaliation, wrongful termination, trade secret misappropriation, and
wage and hour violations, including class actions and PAGA representative
matters.

An adept litigator, Debra defends clients at all stages of litigation, from pre-
litigation strategy through trial, and has extensive experience in arbitration and
state and federal court.

Debra also serves as a trusted advisor to employers, providing day-to-day
guidance on compliance with federal, state, and local employment laws. She
counsels clients on wage and hour practices, employee discipline, leaves of
absence, accommodations, workplace complaints, and terminations. She is a
certified workplace investigator through the Association of Workplace
Investigators and frequently conducts internal investigations and legal trainings.
Her advisory work also includes drafting employee handbooks, separation
agreements, and other employment-related documents.

professional, business and civic affiliations
B Member, Mexican American Bar Association

B Member, American Bar Association

client alerts

New "Know Your Rights" Notice: What California Employers Should Know by
February 1, 2026
MSK Client Alert, January 22, 2026

practice areas

labor & employment

employment litigation &
counseling
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California

education

m University of California,
Hastings College of the
Law, J.D.

® University of California,
Irvine, BA., cum laude

languages
® Spanish
® French
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