Summary of NTIA’s May 13, 2022 Notice of Funding Opportunities:

State Digital Equity Planning Programming
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Background: The Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) establishes the State Digital Equity Planning Grant Program, which provides $60
million grant programs for States and territories to develop State Digital Equity Plans. Each State will be tasked with identifying barriers to digital
equity and strategies for overcoming these barriers.

NOFO

State Digital Equity Planning
Program

Summary

Plans Are Required for Later Digital Equity Funding
Grants: State Digital Equity Plans are key components of any
State application for a State Digital Equity Capacity Grant, for
which NTIA has allocated $1.44 billion. “[S]hould [a State] seek
State Digital Equity Capacity Grant Program funds in the
future, it will be required by Section 60304(d)(2)(B) of the
Infrastructure Act to include in its application the State Digital
Equity Plan described in Section 60304(c), the development of
which is being funded exclusively through this NOFQO.” (6, 10)

Territories and Tribes Are Included: Under the NOFO, U.S.
territories and possessions (other than Puerto Rico), Indian
Tribes, Alaska Native entities, and Native Hawaiian
organizations may also seek grants, cooperative agreements,
orcontracts to develop their own digital equity plans. Tribal
entities can also provide input into the digital equity plans of
the States in which they are located. (3, 6)

Coordination with BEAD: NTIA expects that BEAD Five-
Year Action Plans and Initial Proposals will “fully incorporate”a
State Digital Equity Plan. States and territories should, at a
minimum, establish “formal and direct communications and
collaboration pathways” between teams involved in planning.
Coordination should also consider overlap between State
Digital Equity teams and BEAD Program teams. (6-7)

Relevant Dates

Complete applications
for States are due on
July 12, 2022

Territories, tribes, and
native entities must
submit Letters of Intent
by July 12, 2022

NTIA expects to select
applicants and process
awards by September
15, 2022

The earliest start date
forawards is
September 29, 2022

Within a year of a
grant award, States
must develop State
Digital Equity Plans,
solicit and respond to
public comments,
andfinalize the plans
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Tentative Awards: The NOFO provides Tentative Award
Allocation Amounts per State, Territory, and Tribal entities.
(13)

No Cost-Sharing or Matching Requirements. (15)

Eligible Subgrantees: Grant funds can be used to make
subgrants to: (1) community anchor institutions; (2) county and
municipal governments; (3) local educational agencies; (4)
Indian Tribes, Alaska Native entities, or Native Hawaiian
organizations; (5) nonprofit organizations; (6) organizations
that represent individuals with disabilities, aging individuals,
individuals with language barriers, veterans, and individuals
incarcerated in non-federal correctional facilities; (7) civil rights
organizations; (8) entities that carry out workforce development
programs; (9) agencies of the State that are responsible for
administering or supervising adult education and literacy
activities in the State; (10) public housing authorities in the
State; and (11) a partnership between any of the entities
described previously. (19)

Statutory Requirements: The statutory requirements for State
Digital Equity Plans are found in Section 60304(c)(1) of the
Infrastructure Act, and include: (1) identification of barriers to
digital equity faced by Covered Populations in the State; (2)
measurable objectives for documenting and promoting, among
each Covered Population located in that State—(a) the
availability of, and affordability of access to, fixed and wireless
broadband technology; (b) the online accessibility and
inclusivity of public resources and services; (c) digital literacy;
(d) awareness of, and the use of, measures to secure the
online privacy of, and cybersecurity with respect to, an
individual; and

(e) the availability and affordability of consumer devices and
technical support for those devices; (3) an assessment of how
the measurable objectives identified in item 2 of this Section
IV.C.1.b.i will impact and interact with the State’s—(a)
economic and workforce development goals, plans, and
outcomes; (b) educational outcomes; (c) health outcomes; (d)

wiley.law



wiley

civic and social engagement; and (e) delivery of other
essentialservices; (4) in order to achieve the measurable
objectives identified in item 2 above, a description of how the
State plansto collaborate with key stakeholders in the State,
which may include—(a) community anchor institutions; (b)
county and municipal governments; (c) local educational
agencies; (d) where applicable, Indian Tribes, Alaska Native
entities, or Native Hawaiian organizations; (e) nonprofit
organizations; (f)organizations that represent—(i) individuals
with disabilities,

(i) aging individuals, (iii) individuals with language barriers,
(iv) veterans, and (v) individuals incarcerated in state
correctional facilities, (g) civil rights organizations; (h) entities
that carry out workforce development programs; (i) agencies of
the State that are responsible for administering or supervising
adult education and literacy activities in the State; (k) [sic]
public housing authorities in the State; and (1) [sic] a
partnership between any of the entities described in clauses (a)
through (k); (5) a list of organizations with which the
Administering Entity for the State collaborated in developing
the Plan. (20-21)

NOFO Minimum Requirements: In addition to the statutory
requirements under the Infrastructure Act, the NOFO requires
that State Digital Equity Plans include, at a minimum: (1) a
stated vision for digital equity; (2) a digital equity needs
assessment; (3) an asset inventory; (4) a coordination and
outreach strategy for each category of covered populations;
(5)a description of how municipal, regional, and/or Tribal digital
equity plans will be incorporated; (6) an implementation
strategy that is holistic and addresses the barriers to
participation in the digital world; (7) an explanation of how the
implementation strategy addresses gaps in existing efforts to
address barriers identified in the Infrastructure Act; (8) a
description of how the State intends to accomplish
implementation by engaging with workforce agencies, labor
and community-based organizations, and institutions of higher
learning; (9) an implementation timeline; and (10) a description
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of how the State will coordinate its use of State Digital Equity
Capacity Grant funding and its use of any funds it receives in
connection with the BEAD Program, or other federal or private
digital equity funding. (21-22)

Buy America: Non-federal entities should, to the greatest
extent practicable, provide a preference for the

“purchase,

acquisition, or use of goods, products, or materials produced in
the United States (including, but not limited to, iron, aluminum,
steel, cement, and other manufactured products).” The
requirements of 2 C.F.R. § 200.322 must be included in “all
subawards, including all contracts and purchase orders for work
or products pursuant to this program.” (32)

Contracting with Small and Minority Businesses, Women's
Business Enterprises, and Labor Surplus Area Firms: Non-
federal entities must take all necessary affirmative steps to
ensure that minority businesses, women’s business
enterprises,and labor surplus area firms are used when
possible, in accordance with 2 C.F.R. § 200.321. (32)

wiley.law




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


