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Key Wireless Deadlines
−
FCC Solicits Feedback on Sweeping Changes to Submarine Cable

Landing License Rules and Procedures: In this Notice of Proposed

Rulemaking (NPRM), the Federal Communications Commission (FCC)

seeks comment on comprehensive changes to the Commission’s

regulations implementing the Cable Landing License Act, which

requires approval and licensing from the FCC (pursuant to the

delegation of the President’s authority by Executive Order) before

landing a submarine cable that connects the contiguous U.S. or any

U.S. territory or possession with a foreign country. The NPRM invites

comments on a host of changes that are aimed at better protecting

submarine cables, identifying and mitigating national security and

law enforcement risks related to submarine cables, and facilitating

the deployment of submarine cables and greater capacity in the

communications market. Reply comments are due on May 12.

Commission Opens Proceeding on Promoting Development of

Positioning, Navigation, and Timing Technology and Solutions: In

this Notice of Inquiry (NOI), the FCC solicits input on increasing the

resilience and redundancy of the U.S. positioning, navigation, and

timing (PNT) system. Amidst a backdrop of increasing concern that

the U.S.’s reliance on the satellite-based Global Position System (GPS)

for many PNT applications leaves critical PNT services vulnerable to

disruption, the NOI specifically invites comment on alternative PNT
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technologies, including space- and terrestrial-based systems, and opportunities for improving the resilience

and performance of existing PNT systems. Reply comments are due on May 13.

FCC Seeks Comment on Opening the 450 MHz Band for AAM and UAS Operations: This NPRM proposes

changes to the 450 MHz band to facilitate opportunities for Advanced Air Mobility (AAM) and uncrewed

aircraft systems (UAS). In particular, the NPRM seeks comment on opening the 450 MHz band up to these

operations by allowing for a single, nationwide license in the band; adopting flexible licensing, operating,

and technical rules for AAM and UAS operations; expanding radiolocation operations into the 24.45-24.65

GHz band for UAS detection operations; and finally, by modernizing the Commission’s legacy power rules for

Commercial Aviation Air-Ground Systems in the 849-851 and 894-896 MHz band, which is used for in-flight

connectivity. Reply comments are due on May 16.

FCC Invites Comment on Proposed Changes to Rules Governing the 896-901/935-940 MHz Band: In this

NPRM and Order, the Commission proposes a voluntary, negotiation-based process to transition the entire ten

megahertz in the 900 MHz band for broadband use in counties where applicants and licensees reach private

agreements to do so. The NPRM invites specific comment on whether the current band rules, such as eligibility

criteria, application requirements, and procedures, licensing, and operating rules, as well as the band’s

technical requirements, are appropriate to facilitate the proposed broadband licensing framework. Comments

are due on May 16. Reply comments are due on June 16.

Commission Proposes Changes to WEA Messaging Rules: In this eleventh Further Notice of Proposed

Rulemaking, the FCC proposes to broaden the circumstances in which alert originators may send Wireless

Emergency Alert (WEA) messages using the “Public Safety Message” classification and seeks comment on

other changes to the FCC’s WEA rules. Specifically, the FCC seeks comment on expanding the ability of

subscribers to customize their receipt of WEA messages, as well as additional steps that wireless providers,

equipment manufacturers, and operating system developers can take to reduce the rate at which subscribers

opt out of WEA. Reply comments are due May 19.

FCC Seeks Comment on More Intensive Use of the Upper C-Band (3.98-4.2 GHz): This NOI seeks comment

on whether the Upper C-band (3.98 to 4.2 GHz) can be used more intensively and, if so, how to effectuate

such a transition, including whether to use a framework similar to the 2020 transition of the Lower C-band

(3.7-3.98 GHz) to a flexible use allocation. The Commission invites comment on a host of related issues,

including how opening the band to more intensive use would affect incumbents, potential interference

concerns, and transition mechanics in the event the Commission adopts a similar course as it did with the

Lower C-band. Reply comments are due May 29. 

Upcoming Meetings and Events
−
FCC Open Meeting: The next FCC Open Meeting is scheduled for May 22. Meeting details can be found

here. The tentative agenda will be posted approximately three weeks prior to the meeting. 
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Cyber Corner
−
NIST FISSEA Spring Forum: The National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) Federal Information

Security Educators (FISSEA) will convene for its quarterly forum on May 13. The agenda and registration

information can be found here.

NIST CSF 2.0 Webinar: NIST will hold a webinar on the new Cybersecurity Framework (CSF) 2.0 Govern

Function to improve cybersecurity on May 20. More information can be found here.

NIST NCCoE Cybersecurity and Privacy Workshop: The NIST National Cybersecurity Center of Excellence

(NCCoE) will hold a hybrid Cyber and Privacy Workshop on Genomic Data on May 20. Additional information

can be found here.

NIST Seeks Comment on Draft Revision to Secure Domain Name System (DNS) Deployment Guide: On

April 10, NIST released for comment a draft of the third revision of its Secure DNS Deployment Guide (SP

800-81). Comments are due May 26.

NIST Seeks Comment on Cybersecurity White Paper on Automating IoT Security: On April 16, NIST released

for comment a draft of Cybersecurity White Paper (CSWP) 42 entitled “Towards Automating IoT Security:

Implementing Trusted Network Layer Onboarding.” Comments are due May 29. 

Did You Know?
−
Wiley is pleased to announce that Shiva Goel has joined the firm as a partner in its preeminent Telecom,

Media & Technology (TMT) Practice. A trusted advisor on spectrum, space, and emerging technologies, Goel

brings over a decade of experience at the intersection of law, policy, and innovation, including senior roles at

both the National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) and the Federal Communications

Commission (FCC). 

Wiley’s Alexandrine De Bianchi and Crystal Tully will be hosting a Capitol Hill Spring Happy Hour on May 21.

Learn more and RSVP here.

Wiley launched a Trump Administration Resource Center and Resource Guide to track Executive branch

priorities during the second Administration of President Trump. With Wiley’s deep-rooted understanding of

Washington and today’s evolving regulatory landscape, the Resource Center and Resource Guide provide

critical insights, actionable intelligence, practical solutions, and guidance across key industries to help

businesses stay ahead of the curve and manage challenges in 2025 and beyond.

Wiley created an AI hub, All Things AI, to showcase thought leadership and insights on AI legal and

regulatory matters.
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Wiley launched a Federal Infrastructure Resource Center, highlighting the federal government’s initiative to

invest in our nation’s infrastructure, including the $42 billion Broadband Equity Access and Deployment (BEAD)

Program.

Wiley created a Sanctions and Export Controls Resource Center, which hosts our latest insights related to

sanctions, export controls, digital currency, cybersecurity and privacy, and other issues surrounding Russia’s

invasion of Ukraine.

Check out our Consumer Protection Download Newsletter; the latest edition is available here. 

Recent Wiley Client Alerts, Blog Posts, and Podcasts
−
FCC Issues NPRM Proposing Changes to Foreign Ownership Rules and Processes and Inviting Comment on

Additional Reforms

5 Key Privacy Enforcement Insights Shared by State Regulators at IAPP’s #GPS25

Fifth Circuit Strikes Down FCC Forfeiture Order, Holds That It Violates Seventh Amendment Right to a Jury Trial

FTC Commissioner Holyoak Highlights Privacy Priorities in IAPP Keynote

FCC Seeks Comment on ATSC 3.0/Next Gen TV Transition

Virginia Enacts Amendments to Consumer Protection Act

FCC Issues Draft NPRM Proposing Targeted Changes to Foreign Ownership Rules and Processes

Trump Directs Agencies to Quickly Repeal Unlawful Regulations, Without Notice-and-Comment

FCC Grants Limited Waiver for Part of the TCPA Consent Revocation Rule
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